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such as beans, peas, and lentils, as well as wheat (qamh),
barley, rice, millet, maize, and their varieties. The oil-
bearers include olives, sesame, etc.

According to the Shafiites and the Malikites,1 following
the Prophet's precedent, dates and grapes are appraised by
the state as soon as they become ripe and proper for eating;
and the owners are required to pay their tithe later in dry
dates (tamr) and raisins (zabi'b'}. The Hanifites and others
opposed this practice on the ground that it is a curtailment
of the owner's rights and because the precedent of the
Prophet concerned the dates of the people of Khaybar
who were Hebrews and could not therefore apply to the
zakat of Moslems, the only hadith that might support such
a construction being open to impeachment. Moreover, ap-
praisal is in reality an exchange of fresh dates which are
yet on the trees against dry dates to be delivered in the
future and involves a difference of quantity (tafddul) as
well as a term sale (nasl'ah), both of which are forbidden
as usurious (n&a).2 Al-Shafi'i justifies this practice on the

1 Umm, p. 27; Minhdj, p. 241; Wajiz, p. 92; Mawardi, p. 203; Khara-
shi, p. 78; Ibn 'Rushd, B., p. 244; Dardir, p. 117; Muwatta, p. 117.

2Riba (surplus) is technically defined as the excess stipulated in
favor of only one of the two parties to an exchange of wealth (ma/)
for wealth without a consideration ('iwad). This excess may consist
in the granting of a term for delivery (nasfah) or, in the exchange
of homogeneous goods only, in an excess of volume (kayl) or weight
(wazn). Thus exchange-of gold for gold or silver to be delivered in
the future, and exchange of gold for gold, or of silver for silver in
unequal quantities are usurious acts. Usury is forbidden in the sunnah
with regard to 6 definite articles, which are interpreted variously. The
Hanifites interpret them as the articles sold by volume (makil) or
weight (mawsun). The Shafiites take them to mean gold and silver
and foodstuffs (mat'umdt). Finally, according to the Malikites, in-
equality in quantity is forbidden with respect to gold and silver and
sustaining foodstuffs (muqtdt) that are stored away for future use
(mudakhkhar}, and future delivery, with respect to gold and silver and
foodstuffs. (Tech. Diet., p. 593; Quduri, p. 45; Path al-Qarib, p. 314;
Ibn Rushd, B., vol. ii, p. 106; Dardir, vol. ii, p. 14.)